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Scene, decors, mecanic

The Spiritual Spiral / Too high act
on a set piece built by Scène Éthique

A single section of the stage on its 
multi wheeled dollies  
Photos: A. Malette

The cantilever on the stage	  

The truss-rail with a dolly	  

The arena set-up
Injecting new life into the 21 songs chosen among 
Cirque du Soleil’s most memorable musical moments, 
DELIRIUM was based on a musical rather than an 
acrobatic structure—a first for Cirque du Soleil. Melodies, 
musicians and singers were the driving force of this show 
that featured a series of tableaux made up of images 
ranging from prerecorded visuals to manipulated live 
feeds that created interactions between the artists and the 
audience. Featuring new texts in English, French, Spanish 
and Portuguese, the 21 remixed melodies marked a 
significant departure from the music Cirque du Soleil fans 
had come to expect.

The staging was also up to Cirque du Soleil’s fans 
expectations. The stage was over 175’ long and 20’ wide 
with wings that were 36’ wide. Folding bases that sit on 
multi-wheeled dollies formed the base for this mammoth 
stage. Scène Éthique’s OST system sits atop of the folding 
frames and anchor the proprietary Scène Éthique deck 
panels with PTL attachments. The decks were covered 
in an athletic flooring material and scenically painted. 

Traps were fitted into selected panels and the stage had 
a 4’ cantilever along its sides to receive audio and lighting 
equipment. Because of the exceptional strength of the 
OST system, the sub-stage was kept free of cross bracing 
and legs were at a minimum thereby freeing up space for 
technical equipment racks and quick change rooms for 
the performers.

While lighting, audio and projection were being rigged, the 
stage was assembled in another area of the rink and then 
rolled into place when the trusses and acrobatic rigging 
apparatus were flown.

Two acrobatic truss-rails, also over 175’ in length, were 
rigged above the stage. These truss-rails were each fitted 
with three dollies that traveled along them horizontally 
while transporting winches for vertical movements. 
The truss-rails were rated for human loads and were 
extensively used for flying performers and acrobats 
across the stage. They also served to move scenic 
elements across the panoramic stage. Each of the six 
dollies were fitted with a mini DRD traction drive.

DELIRIUM was a delirious sensory folly where music united space, individual and society in a 
world marked by solitude and isolation. This touring arena spectacular redefined the standard 
performance space by introducing an immense stage and acrobatic rig through the length of the 
rink area.

DELIRIUM
Cirque du Soleil

Mountain of Clothes / Time To Go with performers and 
set pieces travelling across the stage on the Scène 
Éthique truss-rails


